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IN THE CLAIMS: 



1. (Currently Amended) A computerized method for processing administrative 
data of a medical service provider including billings roimbiirsomont^ cordontialing^ 
proauthorization and collection data^ comprising the steps of: 

defining standard administrative data formats for use by a medical service 
provider systems, a coordinator system, and a plurality of practice management agent 
systems , said practice management agent systems being independent of payer systems , 
in creating and processing administrative data; said administrative data including 
billing, roimburcomGnt, cr e dentialing, pr e autheri - zation and collection data 

receiving administrative data from said medical service provider, said 
administrative data including hilling, re imbursement, credentialing. preauthorization 
and collection data : . 

formatting said administrative data using said standard administrative data 
formats; 

providing formatted administrative data to a practice management agent system 
fpr proceifi^ing, i?aid procegjsmg Li;ic|yding pi:ovjidi3:>g th? formatted administrative data to 
payer systems: 

tracking the formatted administrative data transferred between said service 
provider system and said practice management agent systems: 

creating neutral objective, historical evaluation data for paid coordinator syatcm 
from the tracked formatted by tracking administrative data transferred between said 
medical service provider system and said practice management agent systems, wherein 
said administrativo data io i n s ai d s tandard adminigtrativo data formats, said neutral 
objective, historical evaluation data including consisting of price, features, turnaround 
time, ancillary services, guarantees, [[ amd] ] and customer service information; and 

providing said neutral objective, historical evaluation data to said medical service 
provider system for evaluation and selection of a practice management agent system 
from the plurality of [[said]] practice management agent systems. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of providing 
software modules from said coordinator system to said medical service provider 
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system for generating said administrative data transactions in said standard 
administrative data formats. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of providing 
software modules from said coordinator system to said practice management agent 
systems for processing said administrative data transactions in said standard 
administrative data formats. 

4. (Original) The method of daim 1, further comprising the step of registering with 
said coordinator system said selection of said practice management agent system by 
said medical service provider system. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 
evaluating security data provided to said coordinator system by said 

practice management agent system for accessing said administrative data of said 
medical service provider; and 

authorizing said access to said administrative data for said practice 
management agent system by said coordinator system. 

6. (Currently Amended) An agent-neutral computerized system for providing 
administrative services for a medical service provider, comprising: 

moano for dofining admini s trativ e- data format s for us e by a m e dical service 
pr o vid e r oyotom and practice management agent systcmo in croating and 
processing administrative data; 

moans for creating agcnt - noutral evaluation data in said coordinator Dyctom 

by tracking adminiotrativo data tranooctiono tranoforrod between oaid medical 
service provider system and said practice management agent systems; 

moans for obtaining additional agent neutral evaluation data for utilization 

by said medical service provider; and 

moans for providing said agent neutral evaluation data to said medical 

service provider for solootion of a practice management agent sy s tem from a 
plurality of practice management agent systems 
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means for defirdng sta ndard administrative data formats for use by servicp 
provider systems, a coordinator system, a nd a plurality of practice management ag ent 
SYSteyns, said practice manage ment agent systems being independent of payer sy stems, 
in creating and processing administrative data: 

means for receiving administrative data from said service provider, said 
^diy migtrative data including billing, reimbursement, credentialing, preauthorization 
and collection data: 

means for formattin g said administrative data using said standard administrative 
data formats; 

means for providing f ormatted administrative data to a practice management 
agent system for processing, s aid processing including providing the formatted 
administrative data to payer systems: 

means for tracking the formatted administrative data transferred between said 
service p rovider system and said practice management agent systems; 

means for creating ob jective, historical evaluation data from the tracked 
formatted administrative data transferred between said service provider system and 
said practice management agent systems, said objective, historical evaluation data 
consistin g of price, featirres, turnaround time, ancillary services, guarantees, and 
customer service information: and 

means for providing said objective, historical evaluation data to said service 

provide r system for evaluation and selection of a practice management agent system 
from the plurality of practice management agent sy stems. 
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7. (Currently Amended) A system for providing administrative services for a 
medical service provider, comprising: 

a coordinator system for standardizing administrative data formats for 
processing administrative data of a medical service provider system by a first medical 
practice management agent system, said medical practice management agent systems 
being independent of payer s ystems, said coordinator system providing data access 
authorization and security for said admirustrative data of said medical service provider 
system to said first medical practice management agent system, and for providing 
evaluation data from said first medical practice management agent system for 
evaluation by said medical service provider system; 

a billing and reimbursement module located within the coordinator system, said 
billing- and reimbursement module enabling the processing of the administrative data 
by providing the standardize d data formats for processing by the medical practice 
ag^nt systems; 

an interface module located within the coordinator system for accessing the 
administrative data generated in the standardized data format, said interface module 
transfers the administrative data to the medical practice agent systems and transfers 
processed data from the medical practice agent systems to the medical service provider 
system: 

an evaluation module located within the coordinator system for creating 
historical perform ance data based upon adnainistrative data processing by said medical 
practice agent gyst^m^; 

a first communication link between said medical service provider system and 
said coordinator system: 

a second communication link between said medical practice agent system and 
said coordinator system:. 

wherein said standardized said administrative data format substantially 
eliminates costs incurred by said medical service provider system for switching from 
said first medical practice management agent system to a second medical practice 
management agent systemi.and 

wherein said administrative data includes billing, reimbursement, credentialing. 
preauthorization and collection data . 
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8. (cancelled) 

9. (cancelled) 

10. (Original) The system in claim 7, wherein said standard data format includes 
coordinator-set operational standards and computer system interface standards. 

11. (cancelled) 

12. (cancelled) 

13. (cancelled) 

14. (cancelled) 

15. (cancelled) 
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